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They also told us that 28% 
of the current patients here 
drive by other clinics that are 
closer to them. Their plan is 
to encourage those patients 
to start using those other 
clinics but did state that if 
the current providers here 
go to Waterbury and a patient 
wants to keep their current 
provider, they will still have 
that option.

We talked about the fact 
that the clinic here and the 
amount of rent paid is a small 
line item in their overall 
budget. We argued that the 
actual dollar savings of 
closing the clinic had to be 
minimal, but that the impact 
of The Valley losing this 
clinic (and one that residents 
paid for!) will be devastating. 
All they could say is that they 
understand that the decision 
is a hard one, but one they 
claim they had to make.

GMCB ORDER ISSUED 
10/1/2024

They did also claim that the 
order from Green Mountain 
Care Board (GMCB) to reduce 
their budget was issued on 
10/1/2024 which is the first 
day of CVMC’s fiscal year, 
leaving them little time to 
adequately prepare and 
plan for the $16M in cuts 
they were ordered to make. 
They claim they did look at 
administrative costs first 
and did cut $1.2M, but that is 
well short of the $16M they 
were ordered to cut. They did 
acknowledge that their plan 
has been developed on the 

fly, but claim they had little 
choice in the matter.

We did talk about the fact 
that it does not make sense 
that the GMCB is so focused 
on patient revenues and 
that reducing revenues will 
be at all beneficial. Clearly, 
if CVMC and UVM are 
seeing more patients and 
sicker patients, revenues 
will be up. And if they are 
increasing revenues, and 
not their margins, then they 
are incurring higher costs to 
deliver this care. This should 
not be a problem, but with the 
current metrics being used by 
the GMCB there seems little 
room for movement. Anna 
Noonan said she has been in 
touch with the GMCB and that 
she hopes to meet with them 
and work on making their 
relationship less adversarial 
and more focused on serving 
Vermonters. While that is a 
good idea, it sounds like it 
is too little, too late for our 
clinic!
PEOPLE MOST IMPACTED
We tried to emphasize that 

the people that will likely 
be most impacted, those that 
cannot travel, those who do 
not have internet access, 
those who do not have reliable 
cell service, and those who 
do not have a real voice in 
what is happening here, i.e., 
the most marginalized in 
our community, will be the 
ones that will lose the most. 
Their care will deteriorate; 
they will likely have less 
preventative care and more 
emergency room visits.

This entire process has 
been difficult and frustrating 
for the board. It is hard to have 
a real discussion about the 
merits of keeping or closing 
this clinic when CVMC and 
UVM show no willingness to 
have that discussion.

Compounding the 
frustration is the fact that 
there seems to be no one 
that can effect a change. The 
GMCB tells us that they have 
no authority to delve into the 
specifics of what is or is not cut 
from a hospital’s budget but 
that they only have the power 
to set limits on that budget. 
Our legislators similarly 
tell us that the Legislature 
doesn’t get to vote on such 
cuts or hospital budgets. The 
governor’s office has so far not 
provided any specific help 
other than to state that, “The 
Agency of Human Services 
will continue to press all 
health care stakeholders to 
make accurate and informed 
decisions.”

The board will continue 
to push for options and 
continued discussions.
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ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ŽŶ�Ă�dŽǁŶͲŽǁŶĞĚ�ƐŝƚĞ�ƐŽƵƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝůůĂŐĞ͘�dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�
ǁĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�Ă�EĞŝŐŚďŽƌŚŽŽĚ�̂ d�W�ǁĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ŐƌĂǀŝƚǇ�ƐĞǁĞƌ�ŵĂŝŶƐ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĨŽƵƌ�ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂů�ƉƵŵƉ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�
ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ůŽǁ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ��ƌĞĂ͖�Ă�ƐŵĂůůĞƌ�ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŚŽŽĚ�ƉƵŵƉ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ƚŽ�ƉƵŵƉ�ǁĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĮŶĂů�ƉƵŵƉ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶ͖�ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂů�ƐĞƉƟĐ�ƚĂŶŬƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�
ƉƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�ĞĂĐŚ�ƉƵŵƉ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶ͖�Ă�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ĞŋƵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌĐĞŵĂŝŶ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵŵƉ�
ƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ŐƌĂǀŝƚǇ�ƐĞǁĞƌ� ůŝŶĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚƌĂŝŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĮŶĂů�ƉƵŵƉ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶ͖�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�
^d�W� ƚĂŶŬƐ� ĨŽƌ�Ă�ƐŵĂůů�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ�ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ�Śŝůů�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�sŝůůĂŐĞ�
ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů��ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�/ƌĂƐǀŝůůĞ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͖�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�^d�W�ƚĂŶŬƐ�ĨŽƌ�
ƚǁŽ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ũƵƐƚ�ďĞůŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ĮŶĂů�ƉƵŵƉ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶ͖�Ă�ƉƵŵƉ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ǁŝůů�ĐŽŶǀĞǇ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŋƵĞŶƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ��ƌĞĂ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�DƵŶŶ�^ŝƚĞ�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚǇ͖�Ă�ƉŽƌƚĂďůĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚŽƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂů�ƉƵŵƉ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ͖�Ă�ϵϱ͕ϬϰϬ�ŐƉĚ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ǁĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚǇ�
ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�DƵŶŶ�^ŝƚĞ͘�dŚĞ�ŝŶƐƚĂůůĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉůĂŶ�ǁŝůů�
ŵĞĞƚ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ŽĨ�ǁĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ�
ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ͕�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů�ĂŶĚ�ďĞ�ůĞƐƐ�ƉƌŽŶĞ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂŬĂŐĞ͘

dŚĞ� ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ� WƌŽũĞĐƚ� ǁŝůů� ƵƟůŝǌĞ� ƚŚĞ� EĂƟŽŶǁŝĚĞ� WƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĂƟĐ� �ŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ�
�ŵŽŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� h͘^͘� �ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� �ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ� ZƵƌĂů� �ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ� WƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕�
EĂƟŽŶĂů��ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�^ƚĂƚĞ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KĸĐĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�dŚĞ��ĚǀŝƐŽƌǇ�
�ŽƵŶĐŝů�ŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�^ĞƋƵĞŶĐŝŶŐ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϭϬϲ�;EW�Ϳ�ƚŽ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞ�
ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ĐŽŵƉůŝĂŶĐĞ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� EĂƟŽŶĂů� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ� WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ� �Đƚ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ�
ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŽďůŝŐĂƟŶŐ�ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽŶůǇ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϭϬϲ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ǁŝůů�ĨŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ĞīĞĐƚƐ�ŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ�
ůŝƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�Žƌ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ůŝƐƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WůĂĐĞƐ͘

�ůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞƐ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ďǇ�Zh^�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�dŽǁŶ�ŽĨ�tĂŝƚƐĮĞůĚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ͗�EŽ�ĂĐƟŽŶ͖�
�ŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƟĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�ǁĞůůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�/ƌĂƐǀŝůůĞ��ŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů͕�
tĂŝƚƐĮĞůĚ� sŝůůĂŐĞ� �ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� sŝůůĂŐĞ� ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů� �ŽŶŝŶŐ� �ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�
ǁĂƚĞƌ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͖� WƌŽǀŝĚĞ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ� ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů� ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ� Ăƚ� ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ� ǁĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ�
ůĞĂĐŚĮĞůĚƐ� ŝŶ�ǁĞůůͲƐƵŝƚĞĚ� ƐŽŝůƐ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ^ƚƵĚǇ��ƌĞĂ͖��ĞǀĞůŽƉ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�
ǁĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ�ŽŶ�ŽŶĞ�Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ� ƐŝƚĞƐ͖��ůƵƐƚĞƌĞĚ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�
tĂƐƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ��ŝƐƉŽƐĂů�^ǇƐƚĞŵƐ͘�dŚĞ�Zh^�ŚĂƐ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞ����
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘

dŚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ����ĨŽƌ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ǁĂƐ�ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ�ǀŝĂ�ŶŽƟĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ� ŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ͗� dŚĞ� sĂůůĞǇ� ZĞƉŽƌƚĞƌ� ŽŶ� �ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ� ϭϮƚŚ͕� ϮϬϮϰ� ĂŶĚ�
�ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ� ϭϵƚŚ͕� ϮϬϮϰ͘� �� ϭϰͲĚĂǇ� ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚ� ƉĞƌŝŽĚ� ǁĂƐ� ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ�ŶŽƟĐĞƐ͘�dŚĞ����ǁĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�h^���
ZƵƌĂů��ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĸĐĞ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂůůǇ�ǀŝĂ�ĞŵĂŝů͘

�ĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŝƚƐ���͕�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�dŽǁŶ�ŽĨ�tĂŝƚƐĮĞůĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�
ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ� ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͕� Zh^� ŚĂƐ� ĐŽŶĐůƵĚĞĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ� ǁŽƵůĚ� ŚĂǀĞ� ŶŽ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚ� ;Žƌ� ŶŽ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐͿ� ƚŽ�ǁĂƚĞƌ� ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ͕ �ǁĞƚůĂŶĚƐ͕� ŇŽŽĚƉůĂŝŶƐ͕�
ůĂŶĚ�ƵƐĞ͕�ĂĞƐƚŚĞƟĐƐ͕�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ͕�Žƌ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ͘

dŚĞ� ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ� ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ� ǁŝůů� ŚĂǀĞ� ŶŽ� ĂĚǀĞƌƐĞ� ĞīĞĐƚ� ŽŶ� ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ� ůŝƐƚĞĚ� Žƌ�
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�ĂƚĞĚ͗�ϭϮͬϮϳͬϮϬϮϰ

Health care and 
covered bridge

To The Editor:
As someone who grew up 

in the Mad River Valley, way 
back when, the 1940s and 50s, 
I was really shocked to read 
that the covered bridge is 
once again going through a 
new historic update. I believe 
it was in the 1970s when I took 
my complaints to the Ver-
mont historic bridges organi-
zation and was told that the 
bridge must be completely 
redesigned, as it was, to meet 
with current standards. That 
is when the whole roof line 
was recreated on one side to 
cover the walkers’ area.  It 
has never looked right ever 
since!  It now looks like a 
mall storefront instead of its 
original character. I painted 
it as it once stood in the 1940s 
and 50s to at least keep that 
character preserved. In my 
childhood, it looked very dif-
ferent.  As I mourned the ear-
ly death of my mother in 1946, 
I often hung over that walk-
ing area, looking north and 
downriver to my home where 
my mother lay dying on the 
North Road, Round Barn 

Farm, and wished I could go 
home again.

Instead, I was housed at 
what was the Moriarty resi-
dence, next to Riford Joslin’s 
grist mill and my grandfa-
ther Walter Moriarty’s saw-
mill yard out behind. Oh how 
things have changed! (If you 
would like a photo of the old 
bridge, I could probably send 
you a copy of my painting.)    

Also, I would like to send 
my kudos to Walter Carpen-
ter’s letter this week about 
the real need to adopt a sin-
gle-payer/universal health 
care plan, not only for Ver-
mont, but also at the federal 
level, if we are ever going to 
even out some of the atro-
cious inequities in our pri-
vate for-profit health system 
in this country.

And, oh yes, I almost forgot, 
I have moved from Montpe-
lier to Rochester, the Park 
House, right on Route 100, 
where the old-fashioned fla-
vor of Waitsfield, as I once 
knew it, still exists.

MaryAlice Bisbee
Rochester

‘What are we’?
To The Editor:
I don’t know if anybody else 

has noticed:
But all of our necessary ser-

vices are leaving The Valley.
Two banks, a pharmacy and 

now our health center are not 
considered profitable.

Our schools are not profit-
able.

They’re too expensive. (Bil-
lions for exterminating Pal-
estinians are fine.)

Do you have a problem with 
this?

Well, I do.
We will not do anything to 

help our homeless, hungry 
neighbors.

That’s too difficult.
We can’t afford it.
(Billions for the extermina-

tion of Palestinians.)
We CAN afford that.
We can’t afford a health 

center.
Do you find that odd?
Or immoral?
I laugh with tears in my 

eyes,
Funding genocide is afford-

able but a health center is 
not.

What are we?
Robin Lehman

Warren


